The Ninth Month: Keep Watch!
By T.W. Tramm

THIS weekend’s new moon (Dec. 8) marks the first day of the ninth biblical month, Kislev.1
Kislev is the month of Hanukkah, an eight-day festival commemorating the Jewish recapture of the
Second Temple from the armies of King Antiochus IV. It was on Kislev 24 that the Syrian forces were
defeated and the Temple liberated, which is why Hanukkah is celebrated beginning at sundown on the
24th.
In addition to being the month in which the Jews reclaimed the Temple, Kislev is associated with events
and declarations related to Israel’s reclaiming of the Holy Land, specifically, Jerusalem.


Kislev 24, 1917: British forces led by General Allenby liberate Jerusalem from centuries of
Muslim/Ottoman rule.2



Kislev 26, 1917: General Allenby makes his triumphal entry into Jerusalem.3



Kislev 16, 1947: The UN votes in favor of the creation of an independent Jewish state in the Land
of Israel.



Kislev 28, 1947: The British Government publicly declares that they will relinquish control of the
Land of Israel to the Jewish people at midnight on May 14, 1948.4



Kislev 19, 2017: Donald Trump publicly declares Jerusalem to be Israel’s capital, making him the
first US President—and the first foreign leader in modern history—to officially recognize The
Holy City as the capital of the State of Israel.5

The first thing we note above is that the liberation of Jerusalem from the Muslims occurred on the same
date as the liberation of the Second Temple from the Syrians—Kislev 24 (Hanukkah eve). This is
fascinating because this very date, Kislev 24, is mentioned four times in Haggai chapter 2 where it’s
emphasized that “from this day forward I will bless you.” One has to read the whole chapter to get the
context, but the basic message is that the Lord will “shake the heavens and the earth and all nations,”
overthrowing their power, after which He will anoint the chosen one of the line of David (symbolized in
that day by Zerubbabel) and essentially make Jerusalem the new world capital.6
God pays attention to times and dates, especially those pertaining to His prophetic timepiece,
Jerusalem. With this in mind, we also note that the initial and crowning events related to Jerusalem’s
restoration in 1917 and 2017 are separated by a timespan of 100 years—precisely in the middle of

which occurred the landmark recapture of East Jerusalem by Israeli forces in 1967. Thus, we have three
principal events related to the restoration of Jerusalem occurring at a 50-year interval, and two of them
occurring in the month of Kislev.
But there’s more. Overlaying the 50-year timespans is a significant 70-year timespan: from the British
declaration on Kislev 28, 1947, to Trump’s declaration on Kislev 19, 2017, is 70 years.7 Those versed in
biblical numerology (not the same as pagan numerology) understand that the numbers 70 and 50
denote redemption and/or a prophetic culmination:


The Jews were redeemed from captivity in Babylon after 70 years (Jer. 29:10).



God’s plan of redemption for Israel is comprised of 70 weeks (Dan. 9:24-27).



A typical human lifespan is 70 years; and Jesus says the generation who sees Israel reborn will
also see His return (Ps. 90:10; Sam. 5:4; Matt. 24:34).



The number 50, connected to the Jubilee, denotes redemption and a return to one’s ancestral
home.

The fact that Kislev is associated with the numbers 50 and 70 via the aforementioned liberation dates of
the Temple and Jerusalem, the two physical elements linked to Israel’s redemption and Messiah’s
coming in Daniel’s “weeks prophecy,” makes the ninth month an apt time for some culminating
prophetic event to occur.
Could the Church Age end in Kislev? Considering the possibility, it’s interesting that Jesus says He is
coming for His bride at an hour we “think not” (Matt. 24:44). Most who think about a specific time for
the Rapture regard the spring and fall festivals the likeliest time, making the winter month of Kislev a
time we think not.
It’s also worth noting that it was during the month of Kislev that the Lord called for a harvest of souls:
“You have a saying, ‘Four more months and then the harvest.’ But I tell you, take a good look at the
fields; the crops are now ripe and ready to be harvested!”8
A once-in-history convergence of signs and timelines suggests that the Church-field is ripe for harvest.
Jesus can return at any time.
So keep watch!
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NOTES:
1. Most modern Jewish calendars have Kislev beginning November 9, 2018. Reckoning the first new moon after the
vernal equinox Nisan 1 as we believe is correct, however, puts the first day of Kislev on December 8-9. For calendar
reckoning explanation see NOTES section here:
http://www.theseasonofreturn.com/THE_SEVENTH_MONTH_-_KEEP_WATCH_rev_a.pdf.
2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Jerusalem#Capture_of_Jerusalem
3. Ibid
4. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Partition_Plan_for_Palestine
5. https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-president-trump-jerusalem/
6. Kislev 24: https://jamestabor.com/hanukkah-christmas-but-what-about-kislev-24/
7. Additional 70-year timespans in Jewish history:


From the destruction of the First Temple in 586 BC to the completion of the Second Temple in 516 BC is
70 years.



From the completion of the Second Temple in 516 BC to the completion of the wall around Jerusalem in
445 BC is 71 years. (Is it possible the wall was actually completed a year earlier?)



From the beginning of the first major Jewish war against Rome in 66 AD to the end of the last war against
Rome in 136 AD is 70 years.



From the first modern Jewish settlement in the Land of Israel (Petah Tikvah) in 1878 to the birth of the
Nation in 1948 is 70 years.



From the first major step in reestablishing the State of Israel (First Zionist Congress) in 1897 to the final
step (restoration of Jerusalem) in 1967 is 70 years.

8. When Jesus said the field was ready for harvest there were about four months remaining until Passover (April),
placing His declaration in December. John 4:35 commentary:
https://www.christianity.com/bible/commentary.php?com=gill&b=43&c=4&fbclid=IwAR1k9o5SprMYmu4qMq_JO
S1Sml9QOI5DDVGHp6pKnyLO2errWNYHRuX25G4

